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BUDGET BREAKDOWN
2015-2016 budget sees $7.9
million in cuts and reallocations
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BY LASHANA HARNEY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

With state funding remaining stagnant, the Board of Regents approved the 2015-2016 fiscal year budget of $396.5
million, which included $7.9 million in budget cuts and reallocations.
In a meeting with the administrative council, President
Gary Ransdell said he would not expect an increase in tuition beyond 3 percent next year. Over the past two years,
tuition and fees have increased a total of 8 percent.
Although the university has significantly reduced spending since 2008, the lack of state funding furthers the need
for continuing budget cuts.

“We’ve reduced our spending by some $30 million dollars since 2008 and that’s why we will be working so hard in
Frankfort to get a higher education funding model actually
funded,” said Ransdell.
Only 18.8 percent of the budget comes from the annual
state appropriation, while close to half the budget, 49.2
percent or $195.2 million, comes from tuition and fees. The
budget included an increase for WKU’s resident, undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees of $171 per semester,
a total increase of 3.7 percent.
To balance the budget, the university cut or reallocated
$7.9 million across all departments. One reason for the
budget cut was an increase in awarding scholarships. The
budget allotted money to expand scholarship offerings by

SEE BUDGET PAGE A2

Gordon
Ford creates
additional
student fees
BY CARLY MATHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
For students taking classes in the
Gordon Ford College of Business, fees
are stacking up by the credit hour.
Beginning this year, as part of a program to enhance the business and
economic departments, there will be a
$15 fee per credit hour attached to every class housed in Gordon Ford.
These fees will cover the resources
needed in today’s job market to make
WKU students more desirable and
prepared as they enter the work force,
according to the website for Gordon
Ford.
The dean of Gordon Ford, Jeffrey
Katz, initiated a task force headed by
Michelle Trawick, the associate dean
for faculty, administration, employers in the business field and students
within Gordon Ford, to evaluate what
resources were needed in the college.
These resources include free tutoring, job fairs, internships and an
enhancement of the brand image of
Gordon Ford.
The committee looked at other institutions for guidance on how to provide these resources. The implementation of fees was proven to be the best
and most effective option.
Many of these resources, such as
internship and communication coordinators, will be put into place and
made available to students during the
fall semester.
Gordon Emslie, the former provost
and vice president for academic affairs, said the fee goes toward providing services for students and making
faculty selection more competitive.
He said the fees are expected to generate about $600,000 to address a number of needs in Gordon Ford.
“It’s not entirely clear exactly how it’s
going to be spent yet. It won’t be spent
all at once; it will slowly be addressed,”
Emslie said.
Katz has created a committee to
evaluate the ways the fees are being
used and to make sure the money is
being used for its intended purposes.
Although more money is being paid

SEE GORDON PAGE A2

Honors College
and International
Center open for
some classes
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Although the new Honors College and International
Center will be operational come Sept. 25, others saw
it for their own eyes on Monday, Aug. 24.
Chief Facilities Officer Bryan Russell said a limited
number of classes will be held on the second floor of
the building. Students will have access to the front
entrance, bathrooms and elevators on the first floor.
“All the other areas will be restricted. Those [areas]
are going to be very limited for students for the first
four weeks,” Russell said.
Russell said the $22 million facility was under construction for a little over 12 months, and they are currently in Workers continue construction on the Honors College and International Center, Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015. The
building will feature a third floor balcony, covered patio behind the building and benches adorned with inspiraSEE HONORS PAGE A2 tional quotes. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD
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Continued from FRONT
$6.3 million.
Two years ago, the university moved
from scholarship applications to
awarding automatic scholarships.
“That proved to be a costly decision
because 720 more scholarships were
awarded,” Ransdell said.
To prevent the university from going
over budget again, the class of 2020 will
fill out an application for scholarships.

HONORS

Continued from FRONT
the process of putting furniture in and fixing places that “need to be patched.” He
lamented how this past winter made it
difficult for the project to move forward
and how it was a contributing factor to
the project’s four week delay.
Some features of the building include: 11 classrooms, 12 small study
nooks, 86 offices, a 200 seat multipurpose room, an outdoor event lawn
and a student community kitchen,
Russell said in an email. The building
will house 10 departments such as the
Honors College, Study Abroad Global
Learning, Chinese Flagship, Office of
Scholar Development and Navitas to
name a few.
“Everyday we’ve seen a lot of progress,” Russell said.
Russell also said the building offers
new features for accessibility and compliance with the federal Americans

GORDON

Continued from FRONT
out of pocket, the benefits the added
fees will create outweigh the cons, said
Kristen Curtiss, Oldham County sophomore and mathematical economics
major.
“I believe these new resources will
better my education,” Curtiss said.
“Though it is more money spent, if it
helps me receive internships and additional aid while taking economic classes, I do believe that it is well worth it.”

see more stories at
wkuherald.com

Of the $7.9 million, $5.5 million
was cut from the office of Academic
Affairs. Gordon Emslie, the former
provost and vice president for academic affairs, eliminated 10 vacant
faculty positions and one vacant staff
position to free up $733,000 in staffing
plan funds. Budgets for Navitas, the
nursing assessment program, faculty
search and accreditation reimbursement, the forensics program and
more were reduced.
The Gatton Academy of Mathemat-

with Disabilities Act. The restrooms in
the building will not have doorways
but entryways, so there are no obstructions.
“These buildings, and the newer
buildings, we’re doing this type of design where you don’t have to worry
about a door,” he said.
He said the building will also offer single occupancy, all-gender restrooms. He explained how it will be a restroom available for anyone’s use and
has a lockable door for privacy.
One of the new features of the building is the addition of an international
café, Passport Bistro.
Gary Meszaros, the assistant vice
president of Building and Auxiliary
Services, said the new restaurant will
be on the first floor of the building and
offer gyros, salads, paninis and grilled
sandwiches. Breakfast, lunch and dessert options are also available.
He said the café will accept meal
plans and offer value meals. While

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

ics and Science received a state appropriation of $2 million to allow the
enrollment in the Gatton Academy to
increase from 120 to 200 students for
fall of 2016.
In the budget, the university was
unable to provide salary increases for
faculty and staff. Faculty and staff have
not received any significant salary
raises since 2007. Moving forward and
looking ahead to the next fiscal year,
increasing salaries is a top priority, said
Ransdell.

“There is no other priority in terms
of revenue for next year,” he said. “We
will have fixed cost increases we will
have to cover as we do every year, but
beyond that, absolutely salaries are the
top priority. How will we be able to address them this coming spring when
we put the budget together for the ’16’17 academic year remains to be seen.
We’re going to work very hard to try to
enhance state funding, we’ll look at all
options and all possibilities and everything’s on the table.”

Now everyone on campus will know where to go
to internationalize their educational experience.”
Honors College Executive Director Craig Cobane
Passport Bistro will open Sept. 25, the
hours of operation are still being decided.
“We’ll start with some minimum
hours, maybe four to seven, and if it
gets more popular we’ll extend it,”
Meszaros said.
Honors College Executive Director
Craig Cobane expressed his excitement for the building’s many new features. He said he was excited about the
study rooms, which offer a space for
intensive study.
“There’s really no other place on
campus that has these small, individu-

CRIME REPORTS

• Bowling Green junior Lucas De Brito was assaulted
by several males after leaving the Sigma Nu house
on Aug. 17.
• Louisville freshman Sarah Hoodenpyle, PearceFord Tower, was cited for possession of marijuana,
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of
alcohol by a minor in University Lot on Aug. 19.
• WKU true freshman quarterback Reese Ryan was arrested by campus police on Saturday. He charged with
alcoholic intoxication in a public place and displaying
or possession of a canceled or fictitious license.
• Richmond freshman Kerrington Jackson, McCormack Hall, reported the theft of his bicycle from
Kentucky Street Apartments Lot on Aug. 24. The
estimated value of stolen item is $300.
• Leitchfield freshman James Clarkston, BarnesCampbell Hall, was arrested for possession of

al study rooms,” Cobane said.
Cobane also highlighted the covered patio, architecturally known as
an arcade, in the back west wing of the
building. He said the patio includes
couches, tables and chairs for students’ enjoyment.
The building’s formal name is the
Honors College and International Center. Cobane said while the shorthand is
to call it the honors building, it is actually the university’s building.
“Now everyone on campus will know
where to go to internationalize their
educational experience,” he said.

marijuana, carrying a concealed deadly weapon and
tampering with physical evidence outside of Tate
Page Hall on Aug. 21.
• Clarkson freshman Stephen Sadler, Barnes-Campbell
Hall, was arrested for possession of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a controlled substance outside of Tate Page Hall on Aug. 21.
• Lexington freshman Michael Ryan, Barnes-Campbell Hall, was arrested for alcohol intoxication and
possession of fictitious operator license on the
200th block of College Heights on Aug. 22.
• Columbus, Ohio, freshman Samuel Crume, Hugh
Poland Hall, was arrested for trafficking a controlled
substance and possession of drug paraphernalia in
Poland Hall on Aug. 23.
• Franklin, Tennessee, freshman Daniel Hooker, Hugh
Poland Hall, was cited for possession of marijuana,
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession
of alcoholic beverage by a minor in Poland Hall on
Aug. 24.
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Housing issues affect
students on, off campus
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

During the summer, many WKU
sophomores opened their emails to
find a surprising offer from Housing
and Residence Life: a chance to move
off campus with no additional fees.
Due to an influx of incoming freshmen, HRL was forced to employ different methods to make sure all freshmen were supplied with housing. The
number of freshmen living on campus for the 2015-2016 school year increased significantly compared to the
past two years. Sophomores and other
upperclassmen registered for housing
in dorms were sent emails offering a
refund of the housing deposit, the removal of housing fees and a waiver of
the non-compliance fee.
Brian Kuster, director of HRL, said
only a handful of students accepted
the offer, however.
Kuster said freshmen take up about
half of the housing, with sophomores
taking 25 percent and juniors and se-

Tiffany Conrad, a freshman from
Brentwood, Tennessee, said she likes
where she is.
“I think right now I’m okay with it
being Gilbert,” she said. “I don’t really
know the difference between the inside of dorms, anyway.”
Kuster said HRL ended up blockleasing several apartments at College
Suites for upperclassmen who hadn’t
yet been assigned housing. Students
living in those block-leased apartments will not only pay HRL instead
of College Suites, but they will also
pay the housing rate that is in place at
Barnes Campbell Hall and Bemis-Lawrence Hall, instead of the rate at College Suites. The students will be able to
stay at College Suites for both the fall
and spring semesters.
Kuster said their main goal was to
make sure all freshmen had housing
on campus.
“We want to make sure we can house
our first-year students on campus,” he
said.
Kuster believes they have now made

I don't mind it personally. I
know it's temporary."
Courtney George, Maysville Junior
niors taking the final 25 percent.
Another complication was the ongoing expansion of Florence Schneider
Hall, which usually houses students attending the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science. Gatton students
were moved to Bates-Runner Hall,
which normally houses Honors College students, so Honors students were
moved to Gilbert Hall.
Kuster said the shuffling of students
meant residence halls lost some of the
rooms they usually had.
“There are around 148 beds at BatesRunner, which was turned over to the
Gatton students, so when you lose 148
beds, it creates some repercussions,”
Kuster said.
Courtney George, a Maysville junior
and Honors College student, said she
isn’t too upset about the move to Gilbert.
“I don’t mind it personally. I know
it’s temporary,” she said. “I know a lot
of my classmates blame Gatton, but
it’s not their fault. I’m sure they didn’t
want to move either.”
George said, however, the whole process seemed too complicated.
“It seems really roundabout to put
Gatton in Bates, Bates in Gilbert and
Gilbert everywhere else,” she said. “I
think they should have just put Gatton
in Gilbert.”
Some freshmen weren’t upset about the
move because they had no other frame of
reference regarding dorm quality.

enough space so if there are any “walkin” students-students who move in
part-way through the semester or need
temporary housing-they can live on
campus as well.
Occasionally Resident Assistant
rooms are used if necessary, Kuster
added. Traditionally, the room holds
only one person, but sometimes they
will add another occupant. He noted
that some schools will sometimes
have three students to a room if
housing is tight, but HRL will prevent
this from happening.
Another housing development that
had some issues is the independent
Midtown by Brookside. Midtown is an
apartment development located just
off campus, by the Alumni Center. Students who were hoping to move in on
Aug. 4, the original move-in date, were
forced to wait several days, as the date
was pushed back to Aug. 10 through
Aug. 14. If needed, Midtown provided
students who had to be on campus before those dates with temporary housing at a hotel. Midtown pushed the
move-in date back to make sure they
had everything perfect for the students
moving in.
Although there were several issues
with housing this summer, all those
involved did their best to make sure all
students had a place to stay.
“I think Midtown’s doing everything
they can to accommodate students,
just as we are,” Kuster said.

Hilligan's denies underage students at all hours
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Located just off campus, Hilligan's
Bar and Grill is a popular hangout for
many WKU students, but those who
are under 21 may need to find a new
place to frequent with friends.
Students who are not yet of legal
drinking age are no longer allowed inside the restaurant. In fact, they have
to be at least 21 to be on the property
at all.
“It was a licensing issue, we had a
restaurant license issue,” Bobby Ellis,
a bartender at Hilligan's, said. “50 percent of our sales had to be food, and we
had nowhere near that, so now we’re a
bar and not a restaurant.”
While they still currently have a license for a restaurant, Hilligan's is
currently in court with the Alcoholic
Beverage Regulation Administration
to determine whether or not they will
lose their restaurant license.

Hilligan's believes they will lose money simply as a result of losing some of
their clientele.
While they still offer food on the
menu, only those 21 and over will be
able to enjoy it. However, students
under 21 shouldn’t lament too much;
while they can’t enjoy it in the building
itself, they can still sample some of its
cuisine.
“We can still deliver to you, but no
one under 21 is allowed in,” Ellis said.
Alexus Smith, a sophomore from
Chicago, said she doesn’t think this
will change too much about the atmosphere of the establishment.
“I think it’ll be about the same, I don’t
think it’ll change,” she said.
Nicole Roseland, a freshman from
Orlando, Florida, said she was disappointed that she would have to wait to
experience it.
“I guess it bothers me because I
couldn’t experience it until I’m 21,” she
said.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.
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@QuietMatt1: Ready to start classes and try my best to socialize with
new people. That's going to be a
challenge. #WKU19
— 3:24 PM - 23 Aug 2015
@RickyRozayne: Tailgating 9/10 for
#WKU Football
— 3:03 PM - 23 Aug 2015
@ZackHensley12: College life
is way better than high school!
#WKU19 #Memories #DontMissHome
— 9:57 PM - 22 Aug 2015
@nikki_ziggy1: Feeling so blessed
today. Awesome friends, awesome
college, awesome opportunities,
awesome life. God is good. #WKU19
#blessed
— 8:34 PM - 22 Aug 2015
@Sydneyunchained: Hey @wku
your terrible wifi is ruining my life
— 2:25 PM - 22 Aug 2015
@JayToddR: #Uber is coming to
Bowling Green soon and I will be
meeting with an Uber rep to discuss
free Uber rides for #WKU students.
— 2:10 PM - 22 Aug 2015

Extra fees for Gordon
Ford students

THE ISSUE: Starting this semester, the
Gordon Ford College of Business is asking

students to pay a $15 fee per every credit
hour.
OUR STANCE: With little information to
go on, it seems as if this is a repetitive fee
that has no immediate and direct impact.

I

t’s no secret that college students
are broke. With the cost of tuition
and everyday needs, we tend to
have very little left over. Surprising students with an extra fee and little explanation creates a lack of trust towards
administrators.
The former provost and vice president of Academic Affairs, Gordon
Emslie, said this last Tuesday that the
money collected through this fee goes
towards providing services for students. But, like us, he does not know

exactly what all of these services will
be, just that they will be addressed
gradually rather than all at once.
Jeffrey Katz, dean of Gordon Ford,
initiated a task force that included only
two out of the 2,228 Gordon Ford students to assess what resources would
be best used in the college. These resources include job fairs, internships
and free tutoring. The task force took
their decision to the twelve members
of the student advisory committee
for approval, meaning only $2,700 of
the roughly $600,000 estimated to be
gained for the semester was represented.
Because this fee was implemented at
the college level, as stated by Emslie, it
did not need to go through the university administrators in order to be executed, and few students—the people
directly affected by this—seem to have
been consulted.
Additionally, Emslie noted, because

the decision is made on the college level, there might be a chance that other
colleges in the university could notice
the amount of money being made and
adopt their own student fees.
In order for Gordon Ford to remain
accountable, there needs to be a more
detailed explanation of their plans for
this accumulated money and more intensive consultation with the students.
Right now, it seems the money is being
used for services already provided by
other agencies in the university, such
as the Center for Career and Professional Development.
Because of this fee, they will be making the better part of one million dollars this academic year. That is a lot of
money to collect from students without having a specific plan as to where
it will be going—unless they’re planning to throw a really superb surprise
party.

@blcklotusflower: Welcome
WKU #WKU19
— 1:06 PM - 22 Aug 2015

to

@emilythomas110: Just saw a
white squirrel on campus. #WKU
— 5:41 PM - 21 Aug 2015
@CeMoscoe: Finally all moved in
and comfortable in the best dorm
with the best roomate at the best
college :) #homeonthehill #WKU
— 5:10 PM - 21 Aug 2015
@TaySears400: I'm convinced that
#WKU has one of the best looking
campus's in the country
— 4:01 PM - 21 Aug 2015

SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S

Dressing for an A: how to dress for the Hill
BY SCOUT HARDIN
HERALD.OPINION@
WKU.EDU

SCOUT
HARDIN
Skipping
Breakfast
at Tiffany's:
Your weekly
guide to having fun with
fashion on
campus.

'Tis the first week of
school; the sweet smell
of academia is perfuming the air, and the last
remnants of summer
are almost behind us.
Most of us have perfected the art of dressing for class. You've become a Kung fu master
at "the five-minute
dash," pouncing out
of bed like a ninja and
slipping stealthily from
your pajamas into your
look for the day. But
how does the karate kid
decide what to wear to

school?
A few things to consider, grasshopper, when preparing for class:
1. I understand we are all broke and
living off ramen noodles, the diet of
poor champions and fashionistas
alike.
Lucky for you, Bowling Green is a
spendthrift’s dream! There’s a consignment shop on every corner; your closet
has the potential to range from preppy
to punk without making you cry when
you open your wallet. Be open-minded to the beautiful world of recycled
clothes. You can be the best-dressed
kid on campus and still have enough
cash to eat another meal.
2. Don’t just take! Give back to consignment and thrift stores by going
through your closet and getting rid of

pieces you haven't worn since middle school. I promise you, you don't
need them anymore. Don't be afraid
to downsize: sometimes less is better.
Plus, you may even get a little extra
cash in your hand while you’re at it.
3. Consider buying basics. Take notes
from sensei James Dean, the king of
the basic. If you have a white tee and
a pair of jeans, you're probably going
to be set for life. Once you have these
essential pieces (classic blacks and
whites, button-downs, denim jeans, a
chunky sweater) you can then add accessories, layer your favorite leather
jacket, etc. If you start with traditional
separates that you can mix and match,
you will be able to create a variety of
different looks without forcing yourself
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to buy a whole new wardrobe.
4. Don't be afraid of the numbers.
One thing that folks usually get hung
up on when shopping is size. If it fits,
it fits. Don't squeeze yourself into a
size two just because you can; wear the
size that will flatter your shape and be
comfortable. Wear clothing that allows
you to—oh, I don't know—breathe.
Your clothes should not strangle or
swallow you. You're looking for the fit
that is just right.
At the end of the day, dress to make
yourself happy. Does it matter if I like
what you wear? No. What matters is
that you leave your room feeling confident. Dressing for school is about
figuring out what works for you. Find
your own look, grasshopper. You get a
black belt from me.

VOICE YOUR OPINION

CONTACT US

Opinion 270.745.4874 || herald.opinion@wku.edu

Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
herald.news@wku.edu
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of
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1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500
words and include a picture.
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3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone
number, home town and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
herald.editor@wku.edu

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky
University's employees or of its administration.

Director of Student
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*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The first
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted: Part-time; afternoons and Saturdays.
Flexible schedule. Apply in person. Aqualand 1260
Campbell Lane, BG, KY.
Servers needed. Apply in person. Verdi Restaurant.
410 E. Main Street, BG, Ky 42101.

City of Bowling Green
Fitness Instructor - ASA II
Parks & Recreation Department
Instructs individuals and fitness classes, assists
with fitness events/activities, maintains fitness facility/
equipment. Six months to 1 year experience instructing
various types of fitness programs. Must be able to lift 100
lbs.+; Age 18+. $8.90 per hour 17 hours/week; evening
and weekend hours required.
Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling
Green. Application Deadline: Open Until Filled. The
City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer
and Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

Across
1 June celebrants
5 Biblical
birthright seller
9 Gets the most
out of
14 “Rent-__”:
Reynolds/
Minnelli film
15 Hip ‘60s
Brits
16 How spring
rolls are often
cooked
17 All there
18 “There’s no
more to say”
20 Suffer from
unexpected slow
sales, say
22 Spanish tar
23 Anticipated
landing hr.
24 “Mayday!”
27 “Snow
White” frame
29 Pollution
control
legislation
33 Thurman of
“Playing for
Keeps” (2012)
34 Binged (on),
as chips
35 Snorkel user
36 Icy cover
38 Kilt, for one
41 Market
section
42 Motrin
alternative
44 Work on copy
46 One-up
47 Hub of the

Broadway
theater district
50 6’1”, 5’7”,
etc.: Abbr.
51 Fair-hiring
letters
52 Frat “T”
53 City in NW
Pennsylvania
55 Disney theme
park ... and a
place for the
ends of 20-, 29and 47-Across?
60 Mistake in
the cockpit
63 Fiery flow
64 Backspace,
on a computer
65 Unit in an
evidence locker
66 Elevator
name
67 Campus
books
68 Ollie’s chum
69 Multivol. library
references
Down
1 Recipe
smidgen
2 Berry from
the Amazon
rainforest
3 “It’s not my
fault!”
4 Thrown
weapon
5 May
birthstones
6 Cyber-shot
camera maker

START

7 Sums
8 Tournament
in which Phil
Mickelson was
runner-up a
record six times
9 Put in the
wrong spot
10 Not domestic,
flight-wise:
Abbr.
11 Bath
bathroom
12 White wine
apéritif
13 Shifty
19 Spanakopita
cheese
21 Like Erté’s
art
24 “Put this on
your calendar”
25 Spotted cat
26 Bacon pieces
27 Oversee, as a
museum exhibit
28 Actor Estevez
30 Cartoon
scream
31 Bye that’s
“bid”
32 Get __ of:
discard
37 Holiday leadin
39 Nutritionist’s
abbr.
40 Flat-changing
tool
43 Ritzy
properties
45 Seagull kin
48 Mint family
herb

49
Idiosyncrasies
54 Arctic abode
55 “The __
Beautiful Girl”:
1973 #1 hit for
Charlie Rich
56 Lit __
57 Soft drink nut
58 Ancient
Roman poet
59 Sunday
service
60 Adopt-a-thon
adoptee
61 Mad state
62 Opposite of
strict
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PHOTO

TOP: Fans cheer as R&B artist SoMo performs during the M.A.S.T.E.R.
Plan concert Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015, at Diddle Arena in Bowling
Green. Madihah Abri/HERALD
LEFT: R&B singer SoMo performs at the WKU M.A.S.T.E.R Plan concert
Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015, at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green. Shaban
Athuman/HERALD

RIGHT: A fan looks up to watch R&B singer SoMo perform at the WKU
M.A.S.T.E.R Plan concert Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015, at Diddle Arena in
Bowling Green. Shaban Athuman/HERALD
BOTTOM: Adrianne Buckles, center, of Elizabethtown watches R&B
singer SoMo perform at the WKU M.A.S.T.E.R Plan concert Thursday,
Aug. 20, 2015, at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green. Shaban Athuman/
HERALD
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Kappa Delta sorority members greet potential new members, PNMs, with their Kappa Delta welcome cheer at the Kappa Delta House on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015. Abbey
Tanner/HERALD See more photos online at wkuherld.com

WALK THE LINE

Pi Chis counsel potential new members
BY NICOLE ARES

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
An influx of potential new members—PNMs—clatter up the hill in
their newly purchased heels. They are
in awe of the brightly decorated sorority homes, eruptions of cheers echoing
from house to house and close-knit
bonds each group of girls shares.
Each fall and spring hundreds of
WKU women sign up for recruitment
with high hopes of joining a sorority,
an experience that will make them a
part of a lifelong sisterhood.

1

15 sororities are a part of
the panhellenic
association at WKU

Pi Chis—a group of current sorority
members—are carefully selected not
only to counsel these PNMs through
the week of events but also to help
these women find their perfect chapter: a sorority they can call home.
To become a Pi Chi, there is a lengthy
application and interview process that
begins a year in advance. Applicants
know by the time they leave for Christmas break if they are chosen.
Kathryn Thompson, director of the Pi
Chis, said they look at candidates’ ability to show empathy, to relate to the
PNMs and to be panhellenic-minded:

2

The Newest member
of the group is Delta Zeta

supportive not only of their own sorority, but of the entire panhellenic organization.
“We look for someone who knows every chapter on our campus, has something different to offer and can provide
women with genuine friendships and
the opportunity to serve in their community,” Thompson said.
However, out of all the attributes a
Pi Chi may possess, Thompson said a
positive attitude is the best quality for
her to have.
“You will have some women who visit all eight sororities on the first night,

3

564 girls signed
up for recruitment
for fall 2015

then on the second night only get invited back to two of them,” Thompson
explained. “So it is important for the
Pi Chi to be able to say, ‘do not be discouraged, you're going back to two really great chapters today’ and to keep
positive so that your potential new
members will also stay positive and
open minded.”
Overall, the major responsibilities for
being a Pi Chi include disaffiliation,
integrating into the panhellenic organization, making sure the recruitment events run smoothly and most

SEE PHI CHI PAGE B2

4

There were
44 Pi Chis for fall 2015,
six more than last year

Freshmen storm the Hill for M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan
BY SYDNEY RAE DAVIS

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Unbroken glow sticks rest
in the hands of a sea of freshmen who file into the home
side of Houchens-Industries
L.T. Smith Stadium. WKU
cheerleaders, Topperettes, the
marching band and Big Red
himself line the field. They begin to cheer, dance and play
their instruments as the freshmen class respond with their
own cheers for M.A.S.T.E.R.
Plan’s kickoff on Sunday, Aug.
16. They collectively wave their
red towels for the first time,
signifying that their years as
Hilltoppers have begun.
Since 1993, M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan
has been used to integrate incoming freshmen into campus life through both educational and social events.
Steve Briggs, assistant director for Housing and Resi-

dence Life, was at that first
1993 M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan as an
administrator. He said it has
been really neat to see the program evolve and advance over
the years.
This year, M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan
saw its largest class in years
with over 2,000 freshmen.
At the opening ceremony,
students were divided into
teams by color: red, orange,
yellow, green, blue and purple. They screamed cheers for
their respective team at the
top of their lungs, trying to
show more spirit than the other freshmen. The new Hilltoppers also jumped and cheered
when each of their residence
halls was called—proud of
their new homes on the Hill.
When the cheering ceased,
a mixture of nervousness and
excitement flooded the faces of
the crowd. Augusta, Kentucky

Incoming freshmen attend the opening ceremony of M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan on Aug. 16, 2015, at Houchens

SEE FRESHMAN PAGE B2 Industries L.T. Smith Stadium. Matt Lunsford/HERALD

B2
FRESHMAN
Continued from LIFE

native and freshman Felicia Thornsbury was a tad nervous, but mostly excited, to redefine herself in college.
“I’m actually thrilled to be able to
start college life, to kind of just find
who I am versus who people want me
to be,” she said.
Another incoming freshman, Amelia Kolb from Louisville, had the
“freshmen jitters” but was still eager
to start class and find her place on
campus.
Kolb said she is ready to begin studying
Spanish at the collegiate level and take
advantage of the opportunities provided
by the Honors College and the Study
Abroad and Global Learning program.
However, for Louisville freshman
Kerstin Boyd, M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan did not

PI CHI

Continued from LIFE
importantly, helping counsel a group
of 12 to 15 girls.
Bowling Green native and junior
Casey Rice, member of Alpha Omega Pi,
became a Pi Chi to be more genuine with
the PNMs and to help them find their own
home rather than pushing them to be a
part of hers.
“I’m not saying it’s fake when you’re
on the recruiting side,” Rice said. “But
it’s a lot harder to be 100 percent yourself if you’re only having a five minute
conversation with a girl.”
The Pi Chis start a soft disassociation
process at the end of the spring semester. During that time there is an initiation ceremony where the women turn
in a lettered jersey as a symbol that
they are no longer representing their
chapter and are becoming a part of the
entire panhellenic organization.
Throughout the summer Pi Chis do
not wear lettered t-shirts and do not
post on social media about their specific sorority, but they can still communicate and live with their sisters until
two weeks before recruitment.
The strict dissociation process begins 12 days before recruitment. During this time, Pi Chis must move out
of their homes if they are shared with
other sisters, stop speaking to any
chapter member, deactivate all social
media accounts and only hang out
with other Pi Chis.
Brentwood, Tennessee, native and
junior Bailie Patterson, Pi Chi for fall
2015, wanted to become a recruitment
counselor to see a different side of the
process. While it’s difficult for Patter-
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settle all of her nerves.
“I decided to do M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan
to step outside my comfort zone,”
she said. “Coming to college is a very
nerve-racking process.”
Student Government Association
President Jay Todd Richey and President Gary Ransdell also welcomed the
incoming class to the Hill with respective invocations.
Richey encouraged them to make
the most of their time on campus by
choosing to have a positive attitude
and surrounding themselves with a
supportive group of friends who share
similar interests.
President Ransdell welcomed the
incoming class by telling them, “Be all
in … This is your university,” reminding them to do what they came here to
do—finish.
During the weekdays following the

opening ceremony, students were
guided by their resident assistants
to educational sessions addressing a
variety of college-level concerns, like
roommate relationships, money management and campus safety.
Through out the evening, the class of
2019 were able to participate in a number of social events.
On Monday, during Big Reds Roar students traded in old university T-shirts
for ones that displayed WKU's letters.
A “King of the Hill” dodgeball tournament commenced Tuesday night
at Preston Health and Activities
Center, while other students could
see “Last Comic Standing” semifinalist Tracey Ashley at Van Meter
Auditorium.
Wednesday night offered GLOW
Lazer Tag for the M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan
students. The magician Vince Charm-

ing also performed in DSU, while the
movie “Invictus” was screened on
South Lawn.
Thursday closed with Meijer Mania, where students were shuttled off
for free giveaways and live DJing at
the new superstore. After the shopping adventures, R&B singer SoMo
closed the week with his captivating
performance in Diddle Arena.
Bradford Higdon, the department
co-chair of the advisory board for
Western Leaders and a Mt. Washington, Kentucky, junior, is excited to see
what the incoming freshman will accomplish at WKU.
“I think they’re going to be a great
class. They’re all super, super pumped
all the time,” he said.

son to be away from her chapter, Alpha
Delta Pi, she is enjoying the opportunity to meet girls from other sororities.
“It is really awkward when your potential new members are around you
and girls from my sorority walk by and
I start to smile,” Patterson explained,
“but then remember have to play it
cool and pretend like I don’t even know
who they are.”
One of Patterson’s main responsibilities is to provide advice to her group
of the potential new members and to
ensure that they remain positive during the process.
“The best advice I can give is to look
at the older women within the sorority
and see if they are women to look up
to, to confide in, to seek advice from,
and to be like at the end of your four
years,” Patterson said.
The training to become a Pi Chi is an
extensive process. Starting in the spring,
Pi Chis must learn how the recruitment
process works behind the scenes, how to
pair over 550 girls to eight or nine chapters and their recruitment week responsibilities consist.They also practice potential recruitment scenarios and how
to properly handle them.
However, the most difficult responsibility, in Pi Chi Kasey Rice’s opinion,
is telling a PNM that a sorority has
dropped her from consideration.
“It is really difficult to explain to them
because we and the chapters understand that they may be a better fit for
another sorority,” Rice explained. “It
is not necessarily because that chapter did not like them, but at the end of
the day it is about where is going to be
your home.”
PNM Taylor Nutgrass, from Lou-

isville, decided to rush because she
desires to be a part of a home away
from home while she is away from her
biological family. Nutgrass’ Pi Chi has
helped support her in finding a chapter that she can call home.
“She tells us to follow our heart and
wherever we feel the most at home
at the end of the day is where we are

meant to be,” Nutgrass said.
On Sunday, Aug. 23, the Bid Day
Ceremony brings a close to the week
of recruitment events. In a sea of vibrant lettered T-shirts and exhilarated
smiles, potential new members are
joyfully welcomed by their new sorority sisters, and Pi Chis finally reunite
with their chapters.

*Marcel Mayo contributed to this report
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Easter traditions revived in August
BY SAVANNAH NEDDO

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
A vibrant display of intricately decorated eggs lines
the tables of the Kentucky
Museum. Though it may
not be April, these eggs are
a Ukrainian Easter tradition
known for their coating of
beeswax and elaborate written designs.
On Saturday, Aug. 22, the
Kentucky Museum opened
its doors for 12 participants
to dabble in their egg deco-

ing “to write,” which depicts
the way these eggs are decorated. Each participant is
required to bring three uncooked eggs. The decorative
medium of beeswax is provided.
The intricate and unique
designs are symbols for
things in everyday life, and
each carries a different message. Participants are given
creative freedom to decide
how they want their eggs to
look.
Traditionally, these eggs

My grandmother died before I was born
and I wanted to find a way to reconnect
to my family and keep the tradition of
pysanky going for another generation.”
Susan Anderson, Workshop participant
rating skills at the Pysanky
Workshop.
The Kentucky Museum often hosts workshops that
encourage WKU students
and Bowling Green community members to expand their
minds in historical, as well as
artistic activities.
“I am trying to open the
community to different types
of art forms,” museum clerk
Lynne Ferguson said.
At the workshop, Susan
Calloway Nimersheim led
the participants through the
egg decorating techniques.
Nimersheim has a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree in art from
WKU.
Decorating Easter eggs is not
a typical art form—especially
for the fall; however, Nimersheim believes that the time
of year is irrelevant to expressing creativity through any art
form.
“Why wouldn't you decorate Easter eggs in the fall?”
Nimersheim said. “It is an
outlet and an escape that
has helped me get out of my
head.”
Pysanky derives from the
Ukrainian verb pysaty, mean-

are made for Easter; however, they can also be given
to people on their wedding
days as a symbol of good
luck. The art form originated in the 18th century and
transformed into an Easter
egg tradition when Christianity was born.
Now, pysanky has become
a rare art form. Workshop
participant Susan Anderson
commuted from Nashville to
rekindle her love for pysanky
egg-dying.
Anderson, originally from
Ukraine, says her earliest
childhood memories are from
admiring the eggs locked away
on her grandmother's mantelpiece.
“My grandmother died before I was born and I wanted
to find a way to reconnect to
my family and keep the tradition of pysanky going for another generation,” Anderson
explained.
While the art form of pysanky
egg decorating may slowly be
dying out, artists like Anderson, Nimersheim and Ferguson are still vying to keep the
tradition alive.

Bonny Petty, right, creates a wax design on her egg before dyeing it at the Pysanky Workshop on Saturday, Aug. 22, held at the Kentucky Museum. This was the first class Petty has taken at the Kentucky
Museum, but she plans to take more in the future. BROOK JOYNER/HERALD

Lynne Ferguson and Terry Elliott burn the wax off Elliott's egg at the Pysanky Workshop on Saturday, Aug.
22, held at the Kentucky Museum. Despite not having an artistic background, Elliott enjoyed his first experience with the Museum workshops. "You don't have to be good at it to get something out of it," Elliot
said. BROOK JOYNER/HERALD
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All-gender bathrooms at WKU for first time
BY BRITTINY MOORE

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
WKU is opening its doors—bathroom
doors—to the LGBT community with
the addition of gender-neutral bathrooms on campus this fall.
The university received recommendation from its professional architects to
change the signs on previously all-family
designated restrooms to all-gender restrooms in the Honors College, Gatton
Academy, the Music Rehearsal Hall and
Downing Student Union buildings.
“The new signs are good because so
many people don’t fit in a certain gender, but it would benefit if they were in
more buildings,” senior Katie Norris of
Bowling Green said.
The plan to change the restroom signage

to better accommodate all users was presented toWKU administration by a student
during the 2014 fall semester.
These plans were then shared with
the university community at a dinner
hosted by President Gary Ransdell for
WKU’s LGBT community.
Each restroom is equipped with a single
toilet, sink and changing table—some
restrooms also have urinals—to cater to
every person. The importance of these restrooms is to provide privacy to a diverse
body of students, staff and faculty.
Transgender junior London Chandler, from Louisville, noted that an either-or, boy-girl restroom system can
be a difficult situation for people who
do not identify with a specific gender.
She added that gender-neutral bathrooms also make a positive change for
people who do not identify with gen-

der at all.
“This is a step toward housing good,
positive places and this is going to be
good for everybody,” Chandler said.
Gender-neutral restrooms are becoming more popular on college campuses
across the U.S.
According to an article by the Huffington Post, “the number of genderneutral bathrooms has grown in just
the past few years, in city-run facilities,
workplaces and, most commonly, college campuses.”
The article also estimated that more
than 150 schools across the U.S. now
have gender-neutral restrooms.
This movement has even made an
impact at a more nationally recognized
level: the White House is constructing
its first gender-neutral restroom, a facility that will be available in April.

“People should feel comfortable using the restroom. This is one step to
make campus and the world a better
place,” Chandler said.
The change of the restroom signs can
be beneficial not only to transgender
students, but also to every student on
campus.
“WKU is diverse. The signs help out
the population and make everyone feel
supported,” Kaylan Boyd, a freshman
from Henderson, said.
The signs will also denote if the restroom is accessible to those with disabilities.
“I want people to be better educated
about any difference. The bottom line
about any kind of hatred is the lack of
education,” Chandler said.
“We need small steps to help people
realize that we are all human.”

Craft brewers Bliss Ave Brewing Co. excited for what’s to come
BY MADISON MARTIN

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

When Louisville native Rob Coffey
decided to turn his home-brewing
hobby into a business, he never realized it would lead him to a prime location by downtown Bowling Green’s
Fountain Square Park.
After meeting and marrying Madisonville native and WKU alum Jennifer, the
Coffeys decided to set up shop in a town
whose developing craft-beer scene was
in need of more local breweries.
Rob Coffey learned to brew over the
internet and even attended the Siebel
Institute in Chicago to get qualified, professional training.
To Rob Coffey, craft beer “is the synthesis of engineering and art … It’s not necessarily exactly the same every time; it’s
not supposed to be.”
In this type of business, Bliss Ave Brewing Company has to look out for with
competitors like Budweiser, Coors and
other large-scale disbursing breweries.
“Historically, the craft breweries
worked well together because they saw
the common enemy,” Rob Coffey said.
“If they were competing with anyone,
they were competing with Budweiser
and the other big ones.”
Other local craft beer breweries, like
White Squirrel Brewery, are regarded as
friendly competition in Rob Coffey’s mind.
“We’ve had a lot of people that will
come in that have just been to White
Squirrel, or come here for drinks after
dinner,” he said. “It’s that target market
that specifically enjoys craft beer so we
can’t be competitors because we want

to target that group, we want to expand
their available offerings.”
Bowling Green native and WKU alumni
Lyle Perrigin said he appreciated the fact
that new local breweries have been opening in his hometown. He and his party
were “brewery hopping” on a Saturday
night, starting at Bliss Ave Brewing Company.
Perrigin is a fan of craft beers because
they have “invested their time and energy and money into making the beers,
so it seems like a more personal experience than just going to a place that’s just
distributing other people’s beers.”
The company, thus far, has only one
beer on tap, a Hefeweizen called Monkey Barrel. They have had to supplement
with a variety of guest craft brews due to
delayed construction of the interior.
The brewery’s location, situated at
401 Park Row, hasn’t been utilized in
over 10 years. According to Rob Coffey, the space was still covered in gravel
this past March.
“We were supposed to get the building ready and finished in mid-June, but
we actually ended up getting it an hour
and a half before we opened,” Jennifer
Coffey said. “Because of this, a desirable few weeks of brewing time prior
to opening day was unable to happen.”
Eventually, the Coffey’s plan is to
have four to six of their own beers on
tap at a time. They currently own four
4-barrel fermenters that can produce
up to 300 barrels of beer a year.
“I want to make the beers that I want
to drink … that’s why I’m not going to
be making the same thing over and

over and over again,” Rob Coffey said.
In the future, the Coffeys are planning
to be a part of a beer fest in October, the
WKU tailgating experience, and to have
a special brew release on Black Friday.

For now, the Coffeys are eager for the
beginning of the school year and the
city’s return of WKU students.
“It’s exciting for us, it’s exciting for the
whole town,” Jennifer Coffey said.
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Dance Department lacks leadership for the fall semester
BY DAVID CAMARGO

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
After the recent $7.9 million university budget cut, the
WKU Dance Department has
also experienced a few cuts
of its own. For the fall 2015
semester, three out of five
professors in the department
have left WKU to seek employment elsewhere.
Former department professors Eric Rivera, Angelica
Rivera and Lisa Draskovich
will not be returning to WKU
for the upcoming semester.
However two newcomers,
Meghen McKinley and Kylene
Stephens, will be joining staff
this fall.
Although there are now only
three department positions to
be filled, the lack of professors
has left some dance depart-

ment majors with a feeling of
uneasiness.
Louisville Junior Heather
Moore is disappointed to see
her favorite professors, Eric
and Angelica Rivera, leave the
Hill.
“They were wonderful!
They were two of my favorite
teachers in the theatre and
dance department,” Moore
said.
Moore is also worried that
the new professors will have
a rough transition into the department and working with
current students.
“I know I am personally
worried about the new professors not being familiar with our abilities,” said
Moore.
Other dance majors, like
Kokomo, Indiana, senior Sara
Pecina, are excited to start
working with the new dance

instructors.
“They will be able to offer
new, individual perspectives
and I am eager to see what
their classes will be like,” Peci-

that the quality of productions will go down.
Bowling Green Junior Jasmine Murillo, a frequent
audience member of WKU

I know I am personally worried
about the new professors not being familiar with our abilities."
Heather Moore, Louisville Junior
na said.
Throughout the year the
musical theatre and dance
department put on a variety
of plays, operas and musicals for public viewing. With
the lack of professional guidance from department heads,
some students are worried

productions, is worried that
productions this year will be
less enjoyable.
“It might be bad because
dance and theatre majors,
who were so close to the
other teachers, may not be
as dedicated now,” Murillo
said.

If the production quality
goes down, a decline of attendance could follow suit.
Since the productions generate revenue for the department, a deficit could lead to
more cuts within the already
lacking dance staff.
Current dance students like
Moore are hoping that new
professors, McKinley and Stephens, will offer the expertise
and individual attention to
keep the productions running
smoothly.
“It will be a little more difficult to receive as much attention as before since classes will be a little bigger,” said
Moore.
Only time will tell how the
dance classes and department-led productions fare
over the fall 2015 semester.
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‘International Year Of’ to focus on South Africa

South Africa will dispel negative perceptions people on the campus may
have about Africa.
“I was hesitant to go to South Africa
The “International Year Of” series
will continue its second year of cul- this past May,” Saundra Ardrey, associtural enhancement with South Africa ate professor and the political science
department head, said. “When I was
as of the 2015-2016 country.
Of series growing up Mandela was in jail and
The “International Year Of”
apartheid was a serious matter.”
apart
iverselects countries based on univerArdrey will be coordinating
A
sity partnerships, study abroad
ad
study abroad trip to South
a
opportunities and interests of
Africa this school year.
A
y,
the campus’ staff and faculty,
This study abroad trip
according to Katherine Paswill help achieve her promw
chetto, programming coordiise made during the Zuheir
is
nator in the Office of Interna-Sofia Endowed InternaSo
tional Programs.
tional Faculty Seminar
WKU aims to educate
Saundra Ardrey (ZSEIFS) to implement
students, staff and faculty
Associate professor and her newfound knowlon how to be internationedge into the campus
the political science
ally connected and to apcommunity.
department head
ply it in their lives as well as
A group of nine proin the classroom.
fessors
applied
and
were chosen to
Students are thrilled South Africa is
participate in the ZSEIFS. Following
the focus of the “IYO” series this year.
“I’m really excited that WKU is show- the seminar, the professors travelled to
ing more interest in our culture,” Nash- South Africa for two and a half weeks in
May to further their knowledge of the
ville junior Michelle Egbujor said.
Egbujor is a first-generation Nigerian country.
ZSEIFS coincides with the “Internastudent and treasurer of African Student Union. She believes the focus on tional Year Of” because the program

BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
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I'm really excited that WKU is showing
more interest in our culture.”
Nashville junior Michelle Egbujor
requires faculty members to research
the country, showcase presentations
and explain how to implement their
learnings in the classroom.
Ardrey and her counterparts studied
South Africa for a year before they traveled there in May 2015.
“It was a great learning experience,”
Ardrey said. “We’re always within our
departments and the individual presentations taught me things about fish,
biology, early childhood—just things
I’d thought I’d never know,” she said.
Students can look forward to learning more about South Africa through
the events the Office of International
Programs has in order.
“Students can expect to discover
South Africa in several ways this academic year—not only through a wide
range of events, but also through their

academic courses and in the community,” Paschetto said.
There will be over 40 classes offered
with South African context this year,
according to Paschetto.
In addition to professors enforcing
what they’ve learned into the classroom, the starter event for the International Year of South Africa will be
“Braai in the Bluegrass: A South African Barbeque.”
A Braai is a get-together and, in most
circumstances, it’s a celebration for
something.
“Braais are the cornerstone of South
African culture,” Paschetto said.
The event will be held in Centennial
Mall on Sept. 10 from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.
“It’s very fitting that we celebrate the
beginning of the International Year of
South Africa with a Braai,” she said.
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2015-2016 WKU athletics operating budget, including
money allocated to the recently suspended swim and
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Lady Tops
ready for
new season
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Topper volleyball team is
waiting anxiously for a crack at the
No. 5 Wisconsin Badgers, a nationally
ranked team and 2014 Big Ten champion, at their season opener, set for
Friday.
The Lady Toppers received votes in
the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) poll, putting them
at a pre-season national ranking of 27,
and are slated to repeat as the Conference USA champions.
The Lady Toppers know that every
opponent will have their number this
season after their after their last 30-6
season. The team was picked as conference favorites for the title.
“I think the target is definitely on our
back, and we’ll get everybody’s best
game,” Head Coach Travis Hudson
said. “These kids came here to play for
championships and there is a certain
amount of pressure that comes with
that.”
While Hudson knows expectations
are set high for the upcoming season,
the team is trying to stay focused on
winning one game at a time.
“I don’t think
Next game
any of that is any
pressure at all, I
friday, August 28
7 p.m.
try to focus on the
VS. #5 Wisconsin
game more than
@ Wisconsin Field House the rankings,” said
sophomore outside hitter Alyssa Cavanaugh.
The Lady Toppers were able to
achieve success at a high level in 2014
with a win against eighth ranked Purdue in November. Their season opener this time around, however, will see
them go up against an even higher
ranked opponent.
“We just have to go up there and play
our game like we know how,” Cavanaugh said.
The Lady Toppers have taken a
slightly different training approach
this season than in seasons past. Summer workouts have the gears churning, and the strength and conditioning coach has brought on a few new

SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE C2

WKU's Nicole Roseland (33) battles to get the ball away from University of Tennessee-Martin's Zara Musker (5) during the Lady
Toppers’ 3-1 win over UTM in the season opener Friday, Aug. 21, 2015, at the WKU Soccer Complex. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD

COMPOSED
BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Despite dropping a 4-0 decision to
Miami of Ohio on Sunday, the Lady
Topper
soccer
Next game
team picked up
friday, August 28
its first win of the
7:30 p.m.
season on Friday
VS. LSU
in WKU’s opener
@ LSU Soccer Stadium
against TennesseeMartin.
After finishing last season with a 10-8
record, the WKU soccer team heads
into the 2015-2016 season with renewed confidence as the team returns
all but one starter from last season.
Despite not earning a victory in two
exhibition matches, which included a

2-0 loss to Xavier and a 1-1 tie against
Northern Kentucky University, Head
Coach Jason Neidell remains optimistic about the team’s performance in
the preseason.
“We have had a wonderful preseason,” Neidell said. “The girls
worked extremely hard and the team
has really come together.”
The Lady Toppers spent most of August in preseason camp, which consisted of two-a-day practices for the
majority of the month. Practices featured attention to technique, schemes,
team bonding and physical conditioning.
The team spent a large amount of
time building team chemistry with
a new group of freshmen, which will

Despite shaky
start, Lady Tops
excited for new
challenges

be crucial to the team’s success on the
year. The freshmen include goalkeeper
Keely Vincent, midfielder Megan Morris, midfielder Ellie Young, forward
Katie Strand, forward Hannah Cady,
midfielder Cailin Regan and forward
Nicole Roseland.
“The freshmen have also really been
welcomed nicely,” Neidell said. “The
upperclassmen have done a great job
bringing the freshmen into the pull
and the freshmen have really stepped
up their intensity level.”
Cady is one freshman in particular
who is making her presence known on
the Hill quickly, bagging a goal and an
assist in the season opener.
“Hannah Cady was extraordinary

SEE SOCCER PAGE C2

FOOTBALL

Hilltoppers confident heading into 2015
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The 2014 season was a year
of firsts for the WKU Football
team. The Hilltoppers defeated their first ranked FBS
opponent (No. 19 Marshall),
won their first FBS bowl game
(Popeyes
Next game
Bahamas
Thursday, September 3
Bowl vs.
7 p.m.
Central
VS. Vanderbilt
Michigan)
@ Vanderbilt Stadium
and
set
or tied 49
school and conference records
on their way to an 8-5 record.
The 2015 Hilltoppers feel like
they can do better than that.
A confident group of studentathletes just completed their
fall camp, and their first opponent—Southeastern Conference member Vanderbilt— is
waiting for them, just over a
week away.
“I think our guys are ready
for the season. I think that this
is exactly where we want to
be,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm

said. “We want some pressure
to be put on us to succeed and
win at a high level and I think
that is what this program
needs to do is to continue to
move forward and take that
next step and I think with this
schedule and the challenges
ahead of us, we have to play at
a high level to win.”
Experience plays a key role
in why the Hilltoppers feel this
season could be great. WKU returns 52 letter-winners, including seven offensive and nine
defensive starters. Statistically,
WKU returns 99.3% of total offense including quarterback
Brandon Doughty, who just
completed one of the best seasons in college football history.
The redshirt senior, who
was granted a sixth-year of
eligibility from the NCAA, returns after leading the nation
in passing yards (4,830) and
touchdowns (49) in 2014.
His dominate season included ten games in which he threw
for more than 300 yards, and

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE C2
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WKU's midfielder
Hannah Chua (2)
and her teammates celebrate
after Chua
scored the first
goal of the season for the Lady
Toppers during
their 3-1 win
over University
of TennesseeMartin in the
season opener
Friday, Aug. 21,
2015, at the WKU
Soccer Complex.
MATT LUNSFORD/
HERALD

VOLLEYBALL

Continued from SPORTS

things to get the girls on the
right track.
Cavanaugh recalled having
6 a.m. practices every day this
summer. Crossfit was also a
major point of the workouts.
“The girls will tell you that
it’s not their favorite thing to
do, but they understand it is a
part of the process in becom-

FOOTBALL

Continued from SPORTS

five separate occasions in
which he threw for five touchdowns or more.
Doughty was named one of
six team captains earlier this
month, along with seniors tackle
Forrest Lamp, tight end Tyler
Higbee, defensive end Gavin
Rocker, linebacker Nick Holt and
defensive back Wonderful Terry.
“Being a team captain is a
big responsibility, all the teammates hold you accountable,”
Higbee said. “You have to be
a leader and always make
the right choices, do the right
things and show them the
right path whether it be verbal
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Continued from SPORTS
against UT-Martin,” Neidell said.
“She really was the difference in the
game.”
One aspect that the Lady Tops
need to improve on is overall team
leadership which is critical to any
team’s success or failure during the
season.
“Senior defender Chandler Clark
has really stepped up and became
our team leader. Our sophomore
goalkeeper Allison Leone is our other
team captain, but we really need to
see more leadership on the field,”
Neidell said. “I think we didn’t see
enough leadership last year, and you
can’t just depend on your captains to
be the only ones providing leader-

ing great,” Hudson said.
The Lady Tops are returning
ten players this season, including AVCA All-Americans
Cavanaugh and sophomore
setter Jessica Lucas.
With an ample amount of
experience and leadership
returning to the court, the
coaching staff will also look for
incoming players to make an
impact similar to the impact
Cavanaugh and Lucas were

able to offer in 2014.
One such player that has
already caught the eye of her
teammates is freshman middle hitter Rachel Anderson of
Sturgis, Michigan, who began
making a name for herself in
the Lady Toppers preseason.
“Rachel will be a big step forward in the middle this season
for our team,” said Cavanaugh.
Hudson also noted solid

or nonverbal, just by your actions. I’ve taken control of the
role and I’m excited to lead this
team into battle.”
The offense isn’t the only
side of the ball that is exciting
Hilltopper fans for the 2015
season. The defense has already started turning heads at
training camp.
Returning nine defensive
starters, depth and leadership are two qualities that the
coaching staff hope improves
a unit that ranked near the
bottom in all statistical categories last season.
Key defensive players include Terry, a Second Team
All-Conference USA selection;
Rocker, who lead all defensive

lineman with 45 tackles and
5.5 sacks last season; and linebackers Holt and senior Dejon
Brown. The duo combined for
189 tackles and 15 tackles for
loss in 2014.
“On the defensive side, we
have some good leaders and it
showed today,” defensive coordinator Nick Holt said after
WKU’s second scrimmage of
the fall.
“It was a little hot and guys
were a little cranky early, but
then some of the seniors
picked some kids up and the
day ended on a good note.
This last week I’ve really seen
some of our seniors become
leaders. A couple on the defensive line, a few senior line-

ship.”
Lack of leadership is one area in
which the Lady Tops struggled with
last season as the team proved to
be inconsistent in conference play,
posting a 5-5 record in Conference
USA.
However, with a positive preseason
under their belts and a season opening victory that featured three goals
from three different players, the
team is ready to make their name
known.
“Overall, our preseason went pretty
well,” junior forward Iris Dunn said.
“Everyone worked really hard and
we gelled really well together. We
still have some kinks to work out as
a team and that’s expected this early.
We must continue to get better and
grow as a team.”

improvements amongst the
returning players, including
sophomore outside hitter Sydney Engle.
“(Sydney) started for us last
year on the right side and we
didn’t really expect much from
her offensively,” Hudson said.
“She has had a tremendous off
season, and I expect her to be
a much bigger factor moving
forward.”
Senior middle hitter Noelle

Langenkamp said the team
has set specific goals this season.
“Our goal is to be dominant
this season, and be together as
a team,” said Langenkamp.
Hudson echoed the same
mentality.
“My number one goal for
our team is to give ourselves a
chance at the end and I think
we have an opportunity to do
that,” Travis said.

This last week I’ve really seen some
of our seniors become leaders.”
Defensive Coordinator Nick Holt
backers and good young leaders in the secondary.”
Expectations have begun
to grow for WKU. USA Today
ranked every FBS team going
into 2015, and the Hilltoppers stand currently at 37, second in the state of Kentucky
behind Louisville at 26 and
ahead of UK at 77. Heading
into their second season in the

Conference USA, the potential
is there for the Red and White.
“We’re still a young program,
but this could be a very special
place, it is a special place,” Holt
said. “You hear about sleeping giants, this could be one of
those, like Boise State 20 years
ago. I’m not sure that here is
going to happen that quickly
but that’s the potential it has.”
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CROSS COUNTRY

Jenkins keen on Palmer additon, experience
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

With a schedule that looks
similar to 2014, the WKU cross
country team will look to its
new distance coach to help
put a fresh spin on the upcoming season.
The WKU Athletic Department announced on Aug.
19 that Will Palmer has been
hired as a distance coach after a stint as women’s distance
coach at Iowa State.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said
at the time of Palmer’s hiring
that he was excited not only
about Palmer’s success as a
coach, but also about the environment he has been in and
the recruiting aspects he brings
to the program.
“He has been immersed in a
highly successful environment
and mentored by some of the
most decorated distance coaches in the country,” Jenkins said
in a press release. “His coaching
skills are complemented by his

ability to recruit domestically
and internationally.”
But even more recently than
that, Jenkins has said the level of
energy Palmer brings to the program, coupled with his knowledge of the sport and experiences as an athlete, has brought
something new to the team.
“He brings a lot of enthusiasm to the team. He is a guy
that will work well with our
staff and can recruit well. He
understands the sport across
the board and has an outstanding grasp on distance
running since he was a distance runner himself,” Jenkins
said. “He’s for sure a good fit
for where we are and where we
are trying to go.”
In Palmer’s time at Iowa
State, he claimed two Big 12
and Midwest Regional titles
and a runner-up finish at the
2014 NCAA Cross Country
Championships.
Jenkins said there are many
things the team is excited
about for the upcoming sea-

(Will Palmer's) coaching skills are
complemented by his ability to recruit
domestically and internationally.”
Head Coach Erik Jenkins
son. One key event is the Conference USA Championships,
which will be hosted in Bowling Green this year.
“Since most of the time we
compete away it will be a great
opportunity for our fans to get
out and see our talent locally,”
Jenkins said. “And we are really
just looking forward to putting
forth a good showing throughout the year.”
National
championships
will also be held semi-locally
in Louisville, where the program has competed in the
Greater Louisville Classic and
the NCAA Southeast Regional
in prior seasons.
At the 2014 NCAA Southeast

Regionals, Elizabethtown junior Katie Lever placed 21st in
the 6,000-meter with a career
best time of 20:51.76.
Senior Lindsey Hinken was
hampered with injury last season and received a medical
redshirt because of it, but as
a sophomore she was an AllSun Belt Conference selection.
She finished second in the
Sun Belt Conference championships and had the fastest
time of any Lady Topper for
the 2013 season.
“We expect to see a strong
comeback from (Hinken) this
season,” Jenkins said.
This season the men will
have sophomore Takele En-

dalow, who will compete in his
first cross country season. Endalow has two years of indoor
and outdoor track and field
experience under his belt, and
in the 2015 C-USA Track and
Field Outdoor Championships he won the 10,000-meter and was runner-up in the
5,000-meter.
“We hope that (Endalow)
can stay healthy and have a
good year in cross country,”
Jenkins said. “He’s our top guy
runner and we think he can
get it done.”
Senior Aaron Stevens will
be another major contributor for the men’s team in 2015.
Stevens was WKU’s No. 3 last
season, but with former teammate Peter Agaba gone, Stevens has a chance to earn an
even bigger role in the team.
According to Jenkins, the
team hopes to go in the new
season with a positive mindset: staying determined, humble and disciplined to achieve
their goal of success.

WKU ATHLETICS

Athletics funding, subsidies in question
BY JONAH PHILLIPS &
BILLY RUTLEDGE

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The 2015-2016 athletics
budget currently sits at $23.3
million in projected spending
despite only anticipating $8.9
million in total revenue for the
fiscal year.
This means that along with
marginal subsidies from the
NCAA, the university will have
to pump around $14 million
into their athletics program to
stay afloat.
$14 million dollars is a chunk
of change, but in comparison
to WKU’s nearly $400 million
operating budget, it may not
seem like that much.

However, in a fiscal year that
sees Academic Affairs trim
over $5.5 million from their
operating budget, the athletics
department will still receive
that $14 million subsidy from
the university.
In the athletics budget, $1.03
million is allocated to the (fiveyears suspended) men and
women’s swim and dive team
combined. It’s a figure that
has caused concern among
students, alumni and WKU’s
Board of Regents members.
“I know that we have committed to pay the scholarships
to those students who decide
to stay,” Faculty Regent Barbara Burch said when the budget
was proposed in June. “I think

that (paying scholarships) is
the right thing to do, and I do
realize that it is going to take
some dollars to pay those commitments. I also know a significant amount of that money is
not scholarship funds.”
The swim and dive team
won’t compete, and while
the university agreed to continue to honor scholarships
to swimmers and divers that
decided to stay, it remains
unclear as to where the rest
of those funds will go and
whether their use requires any
sort of allowance from nonathletic administrators.
“Well we haven’t even started
the school year yet, so I would
be better able to answer (where

the Athletics budget breakdown

23.3

mil.

(total athletic budget)

men’s sports account for

$10,614,735 total

45%

of
total
budget

women’s sports account for

$5,477,145 total

23%
1.03

of
total
budget

combined total
allocated to
mil. swim & dive teams

Men’s
Football
Men’s
basketball
woMen’s
basketball
Men’s
baseball
woMen’s
volleyball
woMen’s
track & field

6.46

mil.

1.81

the funds will go) once we have
got into things,” said WKU Athletic Director Todd Stewart.
“We have been very careful not
to reallocate that money right
now because if you reallocate it
and the program comes back,
then we will have to pull it from
somewhere.”
Stewart did note that several
student-athletes elected to
stay after the team was suspended. For the time being,
Stewart said the money ideally
will be spent on their educational experience.
“There will actually be about
20 swimmers still here this year
as either undergraduates or
those receiving fifth-year aid
so there is not a lot of savings

WELCOME BACK WKU!
Getting sick is never convenient.
We believe healthcare should be.

mil.

1.46

mil.

$915,693

Health Services
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$755,752

$696,762
woMen’s
soccer $647,550

woMen’s
softball

Men’s
track & field

woMen’s
Swimming
Men’s
Swimming

this year in terms of the swim
budget,” Stewart said. “Most of
it will go back to swimmers.”
For some on the Board of Regents, however, these budget
actions put into question the
university’s priorities. Burch
and Tamela Smith, the staff
regent, are among the skeptics
calling the $1.03 million allocation irresponsible.
“I think it is in general a problem for society that we put so
much emphasis on sports,”
Smith said. “But they bring national and international attention to the university in ways
that, unfortunately, academics can’t and doesn’t—which
is so completely wrong—but
that is reality.”

Big Red Dollars Accepted

$619,171

$559,662
$470,382

For more information, please visit
gravesgilbert.com/ggcwkuhealthservices
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BEYOND THE ARC

Stewart aiming to establish basketball program
JONAH PHILLIPS

the student-athletes and the
coaching staff, leaves Hilltopper fans wondering what to
The WKU men’s basketball expect.
nt somesome
program underwent
And that is a completely
thing of an overhaul
rhaul
legiti
legitimate
question:
at the conclusion of
No one knows what
last season, and as a
to expect from a
result the team re-c
coaching
staff that
turns just five play-h more new faces
has
ers from last sea-t
than
old and a team
son when they lostt
ro
roster
in the same
only three to graduusit
situation.
ation.
Yet Harper has
In addition to
shined
before
a massive roster Jonah Phillips when put in diffishift, the coaching Sports Editor
cult situations—a
staff has also seen
point Todd Stewa shakeup, with Head Coach art was quick to point out.
Ray Harper bringing in four
“When you take a broad
new coaches at different as- view I think you have to take
sistant capacities to account a look at where the program
for the departure of four as- was when Ray Harper was
sistants including Lawrence hired back in January of 2011.
Brenneman.
We were in a tough spot—we
Following a disappoint- were 6-11 at the time and we
ing fifth place finish in the had 1,800 people at the last
Conference USA last season, game that Ken McDonald was
change was certainly called the head coach so that is what
for—but to think that the Ray Harper inherited,” StewWKU basketball program will art said.
enter the 2015-2016 season
“In the three full seasons
with only eight familiar faces that we have had him as head
from last season, combining coach he has won 20 or more
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

games,” Stewart said. “There
are only 45 programs in the
country that have done that
out of 350 and there is only
one other school that has
done that in the Conference
USA.”
Harper knows, though, that
the end result still isn’t what it
needs to be.
“Certainly we have higher
goals for our basketball program than what we have been
able to achieve in the last few
years and Ray will be the first
to tell you that,” Stewart said.
“Ray will certainly tell you
we have higher goals than to
finish fifth in the regular season—we want to make it to
the NCAA tournament and
advance. So that’s the goal and
that’s what Ray is working to
achieve.”
While the men’s team looks
to rebrand Hilltopper basketball, the Lady Topper basketball program has one of the
most statistically successful
coaches in WKU history. If
that success continues, Head
Hoach Michelle Clark-Heard
will certainly be shown interest from other programs.

From what support we have
been able to generate, we need
to improve attendance there.”
Athletic Director Todd Stewart
Stewart knows this, and
while he says it is flattering to
have other programs interested in your coaches, he wants
to do everything he can to
keep Clark-Heard on the Hill.
“If you look at it from a competitive standpoint, she inherited a program that had 21
losses. This past year we won
30 games, and there have only
been three teams in the history of Western Kentucky basketball, men’s or women’s, that
have won 30 games,” Stewart
said. “So that is what she has
done and certainly we want
to keep her here as long as we
can so she can continue to
build on that.”
So rather than rotating the
coaching staff and figuring
out what will work the best, as
the men’s team has done this

offseason, Stewart is focused
on keeping the women’s staff
together.
“She and I have a great working relationship, and she takes
tremendous pride in being the
head coach at her alma mater,” Stewart said. “It means a
lot to her to be the head coach
here.”
Stewart aims to raise the
prestige of the program in an
attempt to keep Clark-Heard
at WKU for the long term.
“From what support we
have been able to generate, we
need to improve attendance
there—that is not her fault
certainly by any stretch or our
players, we just need to get
more people at the games,”
Stewart said. “I think if we do
that, than that’s the only piece
that’s missing.”

BASEBALL

Stewart hopes investments will reverse ‘downward trend’
BY JONAH PHILLIPS &
BILLY RUTLEDGE

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
When WKU Athletic Director
Todd Stewart made the decision not to renew head coach
Matt Myers’ contract at the
end of last season, he made a
decision to try to bring WKU
baseball back to the winning
form of past seasons.
For Stewart, promise of a
turnaround came in the form
of John Pawlowski, and to
make it happen, WKU offered
Pawlowski roughly $35,000

more per year than his pre- not “terminated with cause,”
decessor with a base salary of according to his contract. The
payout
is equivalent to Myers’
$160,000. (Pawlowski had an p
y
d salroughl
roughly $125,000 yearly
annual guaranteed
salary.
ary of $340,000 in 2013
013
sala
“For us, looking at
while coaching at
the bios of the last
Auburn.)
th
“I think that is the
e
ttwo head coaches
o
a
at the time we hired
price you have to
them compared to
pay to hire someone
e
th
n
th
the bio of John Pawof the caliber of John
lowski, he is the most
Pawlowski,” Stewart
wart
low
w
exp
experienced coach we
said. Along with Pawhave ever had,” Stewlowski’s salary, WKU JOHN
will also pay out for- PAWLOWSKI art said.
“He has 14 years of
mer Coach Myers’
buyout because the coach was head coaching experience. He
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has been to multiple NCAA
tournaments both as a head
coach and assistant coach.”
That experience WKU is investing in comes from several
different channels, but if translated correctly and installed
into the fabric of the athletics program properly, Stewart
said he believes Pawlowski is
“absolutely” the coach to rejuvenate the stagnant program
that has finished 24-28 and
29-28, respectively, the past
two seasons.
“If you go back six, seven
years ago, our attendance was

twice what it is now,” Stewart
said. “I think unfortunately the
past six years we have been on
a downward trend and we
need to reverse that.
“There was a day when we
were drawing well and we
were pulling in more revenue,” Stewart said. “I believe
baseball can be a greater revenue sport than it has been.”
Stewart has more than just
revenue on his mind, namely
winning, but ideally success
on the field will translate to
success on the business end of
things.
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